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Jinji Ramchandra Nilkanth, viceroy of Maharashtra, had
given as appanage to a Maratha noble called Damaji
Thorat the district of Sup a, north of Poona, and that of
Patas on the main road between Poona and Baramati. At
Hingangaon, a village close to Patas, Damaji had built
himself a strong castle and with a body of freelances used
to levy contributions from the peasants up to the very
walls of Satara. North of Satara, Shankar Narayan, the
Pant Sachiv, held for Tarabai Poona and the great forts
of Sinhgad, Pnrandar, Rajg.icl and Torna, in this way
cutting Shahu off from all communication with Khandesh
and Nasik. Thus by the end of 1710 the king's cause,
which in 1708 had seemed so prosperous, again began to
flag. His territory was reduced to the land round SaLava
and a few hill forts garrisoned by loyal officers. So low,
indeed, had his cause sunk that but for a singular piece of
good fortune, it is doubtful whether ho would not himself
havo been forced to invoke Moghul aid and to become a
putty subordinate of the empire. The fortunate event was
the strange collapse of Shankar Nnrayan Ganclekar. After
his failure against Rangna, Shahu resolved to try and
reduce the ring of forts round Poona. It was with their
capture that the great King had begun his wonderful
career and they were regarded by the Maratlia people as
the keys of the Maratha Kingdom. So long as they Avero
in Tarabafs hands, her son might well'be deemed tlio true
successor of Shivuji and Sambhaji. On the other hand
Tarabai, who had carefully provisioned and garrisoned
them and had entrusted their defence to the skilful hands
of Shankar Narayan, looked forward with confidence to
their prolonged resistance, Long before her fortresses
fell, her armies would bo able to attack with effect Shahu's
rear and retake Satara. Neither side foresaw nor could
have foreseen how Shankar Narayan would act. Lovers
of Walter Scott will remember how in Ivanhoe, Brian de
Bois GuilberL, in the fulness of liis strength and manhood
and unhurt by Ivanhoo's spear, foil to the ground >slain by